Birth   Of Satyagraha
1907
GANDHI'S mission to England delayed the evil day only for a while.
On December 6, 1906 the Transvaal and the Orange Colonies were
granted self-government. The first session of the Transvaal Parlia-
ment passed an act which was an exact copy of the 1906 ordinance.
It was rushed through all its stages at a single sitting on March 21,
1907. The act received the royal assent in May.
The act was to take effect from July i, and Indians were required
to register under it by July 31. Gandhi, in welcoming the challenge,
said: "We must congratulate the Transvaal Government for the
courage of their convictions. If we are conscious of the mark of
slavery the act will put on us, we will meet it and refuse to submit to
it. The brave rulers, who know the value of action rather than of any
speech, can only respond to bravery and practical action."
The Transvaal Government, on one side, was preparing to throw
the dog's collar on the Indians' necks, while, on the other side, the
Indians were getting ready to resist it. Gandhi wrote letters to friends
in England and in India, keeping them informed of the new situa-
tion. Dadabhai regularly got a weekly letter from Gandhi.
The Transvaal British Indian Association had a large membership
but Gandhi did not want to involve it directly in the new struggle.
He, therefore, founded the Passive Resistance Association, which
attracted many members. Under its auspices public meetings were
held in the open with a view to attract more people and to minimize
the expenditure. At every meeting the political situation was ex-
plained and the oaths of resistance were administered afresh.
The Government planned to carry out the registration, district by
district. Imagining that Pretoria was "notoriously the weakest spot
in the organization of the Indians", they opened a permit office there
on July i and notified to the Indians to register themselves within
one month.